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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
PROVIDING DIVERSITY SERVICE ANTENNA
IN PORTABLE TERMINAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S) AND CLAIM OF PRIORITY

The present application is related to and claims priority
under 35 U.S.C. §119 to an application filed in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office on Dec. 2, 2011 and assigned
Serial No. 10-2011-0128152, the contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present disclosure relates generally to an apparatus
and method for providing a diversity service in a portable
terminal, and in particular, to an apparatus and method for
providing a diversity service by configuring a diversity
antenna in a portable terminal.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A portable terminal may transmit and receive signals by
using radio resources. In this case, transmission/reception
(TX/RX) rates of the portable terminal may be degraded due
to a fading caused by peripheral environments.

A portable terminal may use a diversity antenna device in
order to prevent the degradation of transmission/reception
rates by a fading.

When using a diversity antenna, a portable terminal may
prevent the degradation of transmission/reception sensitivi-
ties by transmitting/receiving signals through a plurality of
antennas.

In order to provide a diversity service, a portable terminal
may include a plurality of antennas for a diversity service. In
this case, the portable terminal is configured such that the
antennas are separated from each other for spatial isolation
therebetween. Accordingly, a portable terminal providing a
diversity service has an increased space complexity due to a
diversity antenna.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To address the above-discussed deficiencies of the prior art,
it is a primary object to provide an apparatus and method for
configuring a diversity antenna in a portable terminal.

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a diversity antennain a
portable terminal without using an additional auxiliary
antenna.

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a diversity antennain a
portable terminal supporting a dual mode, without using an
additional auxiliary antenna.

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a diversity antennain a
portable terminal supporting TDD (Time Division Duplex)
communication schemes, without using an additional auxil-
iary antenna.

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a diversity antennain a
portable terminal supporting a first communication scheme
(e.g., a TDD communication scheme) and a second commu-
nication scheme (e.g., an FDD (Frequency Division Duplex)
communication scheme), without using an additional auxil-
iary antenna.
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Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a first communication
scheme antenna as a second communication scheme diversity
antenna in a portable terminal supporting a first communica-
tion scheme (e.g., a TDD communication scheme) and a
second communication scheme (e.g., an FDD communica-
tion scheme).

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a second communica-
tion scheme antenna as a first communication scheme diver-
sity antenna in a portable terminal supporting a first commu-
nication scheme (e.g., a TDD communication scheme) and a
second communication scheme (e.g., an FDD communica-
tion scheme).

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a GSM (Global System
for Mobile communications) antenna as a CDMA (Code
Division Multiple Access) diversity antenna in a portable
terminal supporting a dual mode, by using a front-end module
(FEM).

Another object of the present disclosure is to provide an
apparatus and method for configuring a CDMA antenna as a
GSM diversity antenna in a portable terminal supporting a
dual mode, by using a switch disposed between an antenna
and a CDMA communication module.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, an appa-
ratus for configuring a diversity antenna in a portable terminal
includes: a first antenna; a second antenna; a first communi-
cation unit for processing a first communication scheme sig-
nal communicated through the first antenna; a second com-
munication unit for processing a second communication
scheme signal communicated through the second antenna;
and a control unit for configuring the first antenna as a diver-
sity antenna for the second communication unit when the first
communication unit is not driven, wherein when the first
antenna is configured as the diversity antenna, the second
communication unit processes second communication
scheme signals communicated through the first antenna and
the second antenna.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
method for configuring a diversity antenna in a portable ter-
minal including two or more communication units processing
signals of different communication schemes includes: deter-
mining whether a first communication unit is driven; connect-
ing a first antenna to a second communication unit when the
first communication unit is not driven; and processing, by the
second communication unit, second communication scheme
signals communicated through the first antenna and a second
antenna, wherein the first communication unit processes a
first communication scheme signal communicated through
the first antenna, and the second communication unit pro-
cesses a second communication scheme signal communi-
cated through the second antenna.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, an appa-
ratus for configuring a diversity antenna in a portable terminal
includes: a first antenna; a second antenna; a first communi-
cation unit for processing a first communication scheme sig-
nal communicated through the first antenna; a second com-
munication unit for processing a second communication
scheme signal communicated through the second antenna;
and a control unit for configuring the first antenna as a diver-
sity antenna for the second communication unit in consider-
ation of a communication environment of the second com-
munication unit when the second communication unit is
driven, wherein the second communication unit processes
second communication scheme signals communicated
through the first antenna and the second antenna, when the
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first antenna is configured as the diversity antenna, and the
communication environment of the second communication
unit includes at least one of a fading and an electric field
strength of a signal communicated by the second communi-
cation scheme.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
method for configuring a diversity antenna in a portable ter-
minal including two or more communication units processing
signals of different communication schemes includes: deter-
mining a communication environment of a second commu-
nication unit when the second communication unit is driven;
connecting a first antenna to the second communication unit
in consideration of the communication environment of the
second communication unit; and processing, by the second
communication unit, second communication scheme signals
communicated through the first antenna and a second
antenna, wherein the first communication unit processes a
first communication scheme signal communicated through
the first antenna, the second communication unit processes a
second communication scheme signal communicated
through the second antenna, and the communication environ-
ment of the second communication unit includes at least one
of a fading and an electric field strength of a signal commu-
nicated by the second communication scheme.

Before undertaking the DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF
THE INVENTION below, it may be advantageous to set forth
definitions of certain words and phrases used throughout this
patent document: the terms “include” and “comprise,” as well
as derivatives thereof, mean inclusion without limitation; the
term “or,” is inclusive, meaning and/or; the phrases “associ-
ated with” and “associated therewith,” as well as derivatives
thereof, may mean to include, be included within, intercon-
nect with, contain, be contained within, connect to or with,
couple to or with, be communicable with, cooperate with,
interleave, juxtapose, be proximate to, be bound to or with,
have, have a property of, or the like; and the term “controller”
means any device, system or part thereof that controls at least
one operation, such a device may be implemented in hard-
ware, firmware or software, or some combination of at least
two of the same. It should be noted that the functionality
associated with any particular controller may be centralized
or distributed, whether locally or remotely. Definitions for
certain words and phrases are provided throughout this patent
document, those of ordinary skill in the art should understand
that in many, if not most instances, such definitions apply to
prior, as well as future uses of such defined words and
phrases.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a more complete understanding of the present disclo-
sure and its advantages, reference is now made to the follow-
ing description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which like reference numerals represent like
parts:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a portable terminal
according to the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in a portable terminal according, to an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in a portable terminal according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in a portable terminal according to another exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure;
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FIG. 5 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in a portable terminal in consideration of an electric
field strength according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 6 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in a portable terminal in consideration of a fading
channel according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 7 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in a portable terminal by using a CDMA antenna
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;

FIG. 8 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in a portable terminal in consideration of an
electric field strength according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in a portable terminal in consideration of'a fading
channel according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 10 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA
diversity antenna in a portable terminal by using a GSM
antenna according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 through 10, discussed below, and the various
embodiments used to describe the principles of the present
disclosure in this patent document are by way of illustration
only and should not be construed in any way to limit the scope
of the disclosure. Those skilled in the art will understand that
the principles of the present disclosure may be implemented
in any suitably arranged system or device. Exemplary
embodiments of the present disclosure will be described
herein below with reference to the accompanying drawings.
In the following description, detailed descriptions of well-
known functions or configurations will be omitted since they
would unnecessarily obscure the subject matters of the
present disclosure. Also, the terms used herein are defined
according to the functions of the present disclosure. Thus, the
terms may vary depending on users’ or operators’ intentions
or practices. Therefore, the terms used herein should be
understood based on the descriptions made herein.

The present disclosure provides a scheme for configuring a
diversity antenna in a portable terminal without using an
additional auxiliary antenna.

In the following description, it is assumed that the portable
terminal supports a dual mode of different communication
schemes. For example, the portable terminal supports a TDD-
based first communication scheme and second communica-
tion scheme. As another example, the portable terminal may
support a TDD-based first communication scheme and an
FDD-based second communication scheme.

However, even when the portable terminal supports three
or more communication schemes, a diversity antenna be simi-
larly configured without using an additional auxiliary
antenna.

In the following description, examples of the portable ter-
minal supporting a dual mode include a mobile terminal, a
personal digital assistant (PDA), a laptop computer, a smart
phone, a netbook, a mobile internet device (MID), an ultra-
mobile personal computer (UMPC), a tablet PC, and the like.

In the following description, it is assumed that the portable
terminal supports a dual mode of a GSM communication
scheme and a CDMA communication scheme. For example,
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a GSM900 communication scheme uses an 880 to 960 MHz
band and a CDMA communication scheme supports an 869
to 894 MHz band, the GSM communication scheme and the
CDMA communication scheme may share an 880 to 894
MHz band. Accordingly, a CDMA module may use a GSM
antenna as a CDMA diversity antenna, and a GSM module
may use a CDMA antenna as a GSM diversity antenna.

The present disclosure relates to an apparatus and method
for configuring a diversity antenna in a portable terminal
without using an additional auxiliary antenna.

FIG. 1 illustrates a block configuration of the portable
terminal according to the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, the portable terminal includes a con-
trol unit 100, a communication module 110, a storage unit
120, a display unit 130, an input unit 140, and an audio
processing unit 150.

The control unit 100 controls an overall operation of the
portable terminal.

The control unit 100 controls a first connection control unit
102 and a second connection control unit 104 to configure a
diversity antenna of a first communication unit 112 and a
second communication unit 116. Herein, the first communi-
cation unit 112 is a communication module for a CDMA
service, and the second communication unit 116 is a commu-
nication module for a GSM service.

When the first communication unit 112 is not driven, the
first connection control unit 102 controls a first connection
unit 114 such that a first antenna 161 operates as a diversity
antenna of the second communication unit 116. For example,
when a CDMA service is not provided and thus the first
communication unit 112 operates an idle mode, the first con-
nection control unit 102 controls the first connection unit 114
such that the first antenna 161 operates as a diversity antenna
of the second communication unit 116. That is, when the first
communication unit 112 operates an idle mode, the first con-
nection control unit 102 controls the first connection unit 114
such that the first antenna 161 operates as a diversity antenna
of'a GSM communication scheme.

If the priority of a GSM service is higher than the priority
ofa CDMA service, the first connection control unit 102 may
control the first connection unit 114 such that the first antenna
161 operates as a diversity antenna of the second communi-
cation unit 116, when the second communication unit 116 is
driven, regardless of whether the first communication unit
112 is driven or not. For example, as illustrated in FIGS. 5 to
7, the first connection control unit 102 may control the first
connection unit 114 such that the first antenna 161 operates as
a diversity antenna of the second communication unit 116,
when the second communication unit 116 is driven, regard-
less of whether the first communication unit 112 is driven or
not.

When the second communication unit 116 is not driven, the
second connection control unit 104 controls a second connec-
tion unit 118 such that a second antenna 163 operates as a
diversity antenna of the first communication unit 112. For
example, when a GSM service is not provided and thus the
second communication unit 116 operates an idle mode, the
second connection control unit 104 controls the second con-
nection unit 118 such that the second antenna 163 operates as
a diversity antenna of the first communication unit 112. That
is, when the second communication unit 116 operates an idle
mode, the second connection control unit 104 controls the
second connection unit 118 such that the second antenna 163
operates as a diversity antenna of a CDMA communication
scheme. As another example, when the second communica-
tion unit 116 operates in a transmission mode, the second
connection control unit 104 controls the second connection
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unit 118 such that the second antenna 163 operates as a
diversity antenna of the first communication unit 112 during
a partial period when the second communication unit 116
does not operates in a transmission period thereof.

Ifthe priority of a CDMA service is higher than the priority
of a GSM service, the second connection control unit 104
may control the second connection unit 118 such that the
second antenna 163 operates as a diversity antenna of the first
communication unit 112, when the first communication unit
112 is driven, regardless of whether the second communica-
tion unit 116 is driven or not. For example, as illustrated in
FIGS. 8 to 10, the second connection control unit 104 may
control the second connection unit 118 such that the second
antenna 163 operates as a diversity antenna of the first com-
munication unit 112, when the first communication unit 112
is driven, regardless of whether the second communication
unit 116 is driven or not.

The communication module 110 processes signals trans-
mitted/received through antennas for voice and data commu-
nication. For example, the communication module 110
includes a first communication unit 112, a first connection
unit 114, a second communication unit 116, and a second
connection unit 118.

The first communication unit 112 processes signals com-
municated for a CDMA service. For example, the first com-
munication unit 112 processes data signals and voice signals
for a CDMA service that are communicated through the first
antenna 161. As another example, when the second antenna
163 is connected to the first communication unit 112 through
the second connection unit 118, the first communication unit
112 may process data signals and voice signals for a CDMA
service that are communicated through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163. That is, the first communication
unit 112 processes data signals and voice signals communi-
cated for a CDMA service according to a diversity scheme
using the first antenna 161 and the second antenna 163.

The first connection unit 114 connects the first antenna 161
to the first communication unit 112 or the second communi-
cation unit 116 under the control of the first connection con-
trol unit 102. For example, when the first communication unit
112 operates in an idle mode, the first connection unit 114
connects the first antenna 161 to the second communication
unit 116 under the control of the first connection control unit
102. On the other hand, when the first communication unit
112 operates in an active mode, the first connection unit 114
connects the first antenna 161 to the first communication unit
112 under the control of the first connection control unit 102.
Herein, the first connection unit 114 includes a switch for
connecting the first antenna 161 to the first communication
unit 112 or the second communication unit 116.

The second communication unit 116 processes signals
communicated for a GSM service. For example, the second
communication unit 116 processes data signals and voice
signals for a GSM service that are communicated through the
second antenna 163. As another example, when the first
antenna 161 is connected to the second communication unit
116 through the first connection unit 118, the second com-
munication unit 116 processes data signals and voice signals
for a GSM service that are communicated through the first
antenna 161 and the second antenna 163. That is, the second
communication unit 116 processes data signals and voice
signals communicated for a GSM service according to a
diversity scheme using the first antenna 161 and the second
antenna 163.

The second connection unit 118 connects the second
antenna 163 to the first communication unit 112 or the second
communication unit 116 under the control of the second
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connection control unit 104. For example, when the second
communication unit 116 operates in an idle mode, the second
connection unit 118 connects the second antenna 163 to the
first communication unit 112 under the control of the second
connection control unit 104. On the other hand, when the
second communication unit 116 operates in an active mode,
the second connection unit 118 connects the second antenna
163 to the second communication unit 116 under the control
of the second connection control unit 104. As another
example, when the second communication unit 116 operates
in a transmission mode, the second connection unit 118 con-
nects the second antenna 163 to the first communication unit
112 during a partial period when the second communication
unit 116 does not operates in a transmission period thereof,
under the control of the second connection control unit 104.
On the other hand, when the second communication unit 116
operates in a transmission mode, the second connection unit
118 connects the second antenna 163 to the second commu-
nication unit 116 during a period when the second commu-
nication unit 116 operates in a transmission period thereof,
under the control of the second connection control unit 104.
Herein, the second connection unit 118 includes a front-end
module (FEM).

When the second connection unit 118 includes an FEM, the
FEM is configured to connect any one of reception paths
connected to the second communication unit 116, to the first
communication unit 112. Thereafter, the FEM connects the
second antenna 163 to the first communication unit 112 or the
second communication unit 116 under the control of the
second connection control unit 104. For example, when a
GSM service is not provided and thus the second communi-
cation unit 116 operates in an idle mode, the FEM connects
the second antenna 163 to a reception path. In this example,
the FEM connects the second antenna 163 to a reception path
connected to the first communication unit 112, under the
control of the second connection control unit 104.

The storage unit 120 may include a program storage unit
for storing a program for controlling an operation of the
portable terminal, and a data storage unit for storing data
generated during the execution of a program.

Under the control of the control unit 100, the display unit
130 displays status information of the portable terminal, char-
acters input by a user, moving pictures, still pictures, and the
like. For example, the display unit 130 may include a touch-
screen that has both an information display function and an
input function.

The input unit 140 provides the control unit 100 with input
data generated by user selection. For example, the input unit
140 may include only a control button. As another example,
the input unit 140 may include a keypad for receiving input
data from the user.

The audio processing unit 150 controls the input/output of
audio signals. For example, the audio processing unit 150
outputs an audio signal received from the control unit 100 to
the outside through a speaker, and provides an audio signal
received from a microphone to the control unit 100.

Hereinafter, a description will be given of a method for
providing a diversity service without using an additional aux-
iliary antenna.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in the portable terminal according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 2, in step 201, the portable terminal
determines whether a diversity service of the GSM module is
supported.

When a diversity service of the GSM module is not sup-
ported, the portable terminal ends the present algorithm.
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On the other hand, when a diversity service of the GSM
module is supported, the portable terminal proceeds to step
203. Instep 203, the portable terminal determines whether the
CDMA module is driven.

When the CDMA module is driven for a CDMA service,
the portable terminal determines that a diversity service of the
GSM module is not supported. Accordingly, the portable
terminal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a CDMA service is not provided
and thus the CDMA module is not driven, the portable termi-
nal proceeds to step 205. In step 205, the portable terminal
connects a CDMA antenna to the GSM module. For example,
in FIG. 1, when the first communication unit 112 fora CDMA
service operates in an idle mode, the first connection unit 114
connects the first antenna 161 to the second communication
unit 116 under the control of the first connection control unit
102. That is, the portable terminal configures the first antenna
161 as a GSM diversity antenna. Herein, the idle mode of the
first communication unit 112 is an operation state where the
first communication unit 112 does not operate in a transmis-
sion mode and periodically or continuously checks whether a
received signal is present.

Thereafter, in step 207, the portable terminal processes
signals for a GSM service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the second communication unit 116 pro-
cesses GSM signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

In the above exemplary embodiment, the portable terminal
configures a CDMA antenna as a GSM diversity antenna.

In another exemplary embodiment, the portable terminal
may configure a GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity antenna
as illustrated in FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in the portable terminal according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 3, in step 301, the portable terminal
determines whether a diversity service of the CDMA module
is supported.

When a diversity service of the CDMA module is not
supported, the portable terminal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a diversity service of the CDMA
module is supported, the portable terminal proceeds to step
303. Instep 303, the portable terminal determines whether the
GSM module is driven.

When the GSM module is driven for a GSM service, the
portable terminal determines that a diversity service of the
CDMA module is not supported. Accordingly, the portable
terminal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a GSM service is not provided and
thus the GSM module is not driven, the portable terminal
proceeds to step 305. In step 305, the portable terminal con-
nects a GSM antenna to the CDMA module. For example, in
FIG. 1, when the second communication unit 116 for a GSM
service operates in an idle mode, the second connection unit
118 connects the second antenna 163 to the first communica-
tion unit 112 under the control of the second connection
control unit 104. That is, the portable terminal configures the
second antenna 163 as a CDMA diversity antenna. Herein,
the idle mode of the second communication unit 116 is an
operation state where the second communication unit 116
does not operate in a transmission mode and periodically or
continuously checks whether a received signal is present.

Thereafter, in step 307, the portable terminal processes
signals for a CDMA service by a diversity scheme. For
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example, in FIG. 1, the first communication unit 112 pro-
cesses CDMA signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

As described above, when the GSM module is not driven,
the portable terminal configures the GSM antenna as a
CDMA diversity antenna.

The GSM module operates in a TDMA (Time Division
Multiple Access) scheme. For example, the GSM module
uses only Y slot of a transmission period according to a
TDMA scheme, and does not use the remaining period.
Accordingly, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the portable terminal
may configure the GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity
antenna during a partial period when the GSM module is not
used in a transmission period of the GSM module.

FIG. 4 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in the portable terminal according to another
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 4, in step 401, the portable terminal
determines whether a diversity service of the CDMA module
is supported.

When a diversity service of the CDMA module is not
supported, the portable terminal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a diversity service of the CDMA
module is supported, the portable terminal proceeds to step
403. In step 403, the portable terminal determines whether the
GSM module is driven.

On the other hand, when a GSM service is not provided and
thus the GSM module is not driven, the portable terminal
proceeds to step 405. In step 405, the portable terminal con-
nects a GSM antenna to the CDMA module. For example, in
FIG. 1, when the second communication unit 116 for a GSM
service operates in an idle mode, the second connection unit
118 connects the second antenna 163 to the first communica-
tion unit 112 under the control of the second connection
control unit 104. That is, the portable terminal configures the
second antenna 163 as a CDMA diversity antenna.

On the other hand, when the GSM module for a GSM
service is driven, the portable terminal proceeds to step 409.
In step 409, the portable terminal determines whether the
GSM module operates in a transmission mode.

When the GSM module operates in an RX mode and
receives signals for a GSM service, the portable terminal
determines that a diversity service of the CDMA module is
not supported. Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the
present algorithm.

On the other hand, when the GSM module operates in a
transmission mode, the portable terminal proceeds to step
411. Instep 411, the portable terminal determines whether the
GSM module transmits a signal. For example, the GSM mod-
ule transmits signals by using only Y% slot of a transmission
period according to a TDMA scheme. Accordingly, the por-
table terminal determines whether a current time point is
included in a V4 slot of a transmission period when the GSM
module can transmit a signal.

When the GSM module transmits a signal, that is, when a
current time point is included in a % slot of a transmission
period when the GSM module can transmit a signal, the
portable terminal determines that a diversity service of the
CDMA module is not supported. Accordingly, the portable
terminal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when the GSM module does not trans-
mit a signal, the portable terminal determines that a current
time point is included in a 7 slot of a transmission period
when the GSM module does not transmit a signal. Accord-
ingly, in step 405, the portable terminal connects the GSM
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antenna to the CDMA module. For example, in FIG. 1, when
the second communication unit 116 for a GSM service oper-
ates in an idle mode, the second connection unit 118 connects
the second antenna 163 to the first communication unit 112
under the control of the second connection control unit 104.
That is, the portable terminal configures the second antenna
163 as a CDMA diversity antenna.

Thereafter, in step 407, the portable terminal processes
signals for a CDMA service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the first communication unit 112 pro-
cesses CDMA signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

In the above exemplary embodiment, it is assumed that the
portable terminal receives signals for a GSM service when the
GSM module operates in a reception mode. If the GSM
module operates in a reception mode but there is a time period
when signals for a GSM service are not received, the portable
terminal may connect the GSM antenna to the CDMA mod-
ule in a time period when signals for a GSM service are not
received. In addition, when the GSM module operates in a
reception mode but signals for a GSM service are not
received, the portable terminal may connect the GSM antenna
to the CDMA module.

As described above, the portable terminal may configure
the GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity antenna even when
the GSM module is driven. Accordingly, when the GSM
module is driven during the use of the GSM antenna as a
CDMA diversity antenna, the portable terminal may use the
GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity antenna by using a period
when the GSM module does not transmit a signal, as illus-
trated in FIG. 4.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, when the CDMA communication
module does not use the CDMA antenna, the portable termi-
nal configures the CDMA antenna as a GSM diversity
antenna to support a diversity service of the GSM module.

In another exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS.
5 to 7, the portable terminal may configure the CDMA
antenna as a GSM diversity antenna regardless of whether the
CDMA module is driven or not.

In the following description, it is assumed that the portable
terminal configures the CDMA antenna as a GSM diversity
antenna in consideration of communication environment
information of the GSM module. For example, as illustrated
in FIG. 5, the portable terminal configures a GSM diversity
antenna in consideration of an electric field strength of the
GSM module.

FIG. 5 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in the portable terminal in consideration of an electric
field strength according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 5, in step 501, the portable terminal
determines whether a GSM service is provided through the
GSM.

When a GSM service is not provided through the GSM
module, the portable terminal determines that the GSM mod-
ule is not driven. Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the
present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a GSM service is provided
through the GSM module, the portable terminal proceeds to
step 503. In step 503, the portable terminal determines
whether a region for providing a GSM service is a weak
electric field region. For example, the portable terminal may
measure an electric field strength for a GSM service to deter-
mine whether a region for providing a GSM service is a weak
electric field region.
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When a region for providing a GSM service is not a weak
electric field region, the portable terminal determines that a
diversity service of the GSM module is not supported.
Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

On the other hand, when a region for providing a GSM
service is a weak electric field region, the portable terminal
determines that a diversity service of the GSM module is
supported in order to improve a GSM service quality. Accord-
ingly, in step 505, the portable terminal connects the CDMA
antenna to the GSM module. For example, when the priority
of a GSM service is higher than the priority of a CDMA
service, the portable terminal connects the CDMA antenna to
the GSM module regardless of whether the CDMA module is
driven.

Thereafter, in step 507, the portable terminal processes
signals for a GSM service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the second communication unit 116 pro-
cesses GSM signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

In the above exemplary embodiment, the portable terminal
configures a GSM diversity antenna in consideration of an
electric field strength of the GSM module.

In another exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 6,
the portable terminal may configure a GSM diversity antenna
in consideration of fading characteristics of the GSM module.

FIG. 6 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in the portable terminal in consideration of a fading
channel according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 6, in step 601, the portable terminal
determines whether a GSM service is provided through the
GSM.

When a GSM service is not provided through the GSM
module, the portable terminal determines that the GSM mod-
ule is not driven. Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the
present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a GSM service is provided
through the GSM module, the portable terminal proceeds to
step 603. In step 603, the portable terminal determines
whether a fading of a GSM service is detected. That is, the
portable terminal determines whether a reception wave sen-
sitivity of the GSM service changes rapidly.

When a fading of'a GSM service is not detected, the por-
table terminal determines that a diversity service of the GSM
module is not supported. Accordingly, the portable terminal
ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a fading of a GSM service is
detected, the portable terminal determines that a diversity
service of the GSM module is supported in order to improve
a GSM service quality. Accordingly, in step 605, the portable
terminal connects the CDMA antenna to the GSM module.
For example, when the priority of a GSM service is higher
than the priority of a CDMA service, the portable terminal
connects the CDMA antenna to the GSM module regardless
of whether the CDMA module is driven.

Thereafter, in step 607, the portable terminal processes
signals for a GSM service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the second communication unit 116 pro-
cesses GSM signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.
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In the above exemplary embodiment, when a fading of a
GSM service is detected, the portable terminal configures the
CDMA antenna as a GSM diversity antenna.

In another exemplary embodiment, when a fading of a
GSM service is out of a predetermined range, the portable
terminal may configure the CDMA antenna as a GSM diver-
sity antenna.

In the above exemplary embodiment, the portable terminal
selectively configures a GSM diversity antenna in consider-
ation of communication environment information of the
GSM module.

In another exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in F1G. 7,
the portable terminal may configure the CDMA antenna as a
GSM diversity antenna according to whether the GSM mod-
ule is driven or not.

FIG. 7 illustrates a process for configuring a GSM diversity
antenna in the portable terminal by using a CDMA antenna
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

Referring to FIG. 7, in step 701, the portable terminal
determines whether a proximity sensor is driven. For
example, the portable terminal uses a proximity sensor to
determine when an external object approaches.

When the proximity sensor is not driven, the portable ter-
minal determines that an external object does not approach.
Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

On the other hand, when the proximity sensor is driven, the
portable terminal determines that an external object
approaches for a call. Accordingly, in step 703, the portable
terminal determines whether the GSM module is driven.

When the GSM module is not driven, the portable terminal
ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when the GSM module is driven, the
portable terminal proceeds to step 705. In step 705, the por-
table terminal connects the CDMA antenna to the GSM mod-
ule. For example, when the priority ofa GSM service is higher
than the priority of a CDMA service, the portable terminal
connects the CDMA antenna to the GSM module regardless
of whether the CDMA module is driven.

Thereafter, in step 707, the portable terminal processes
signals for a GSM service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the second communication unit 116 pro-
cesses GSM signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, when the GSM communi-
cation module does not use the GSM antenna, the portable
terminal configures the GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity
antenna to support a diversity service of the CDMA module.

In another exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in FIGS.
810 10, the portable terminal may configure the GSM antenna
as a CDMA diversity antenna regardless of whether the GSM
module is driven or not.

In the following description, it is assumed that the portable
terminal configures the GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity
antenna in consideration of communication environment
information of the CDMA module. For example, as illus-
trated in FIG. 8, the portable terminal configures a CDMA
diversity antenna in consideration of an electric field strength
of the CDMA module.

FIG. 8 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in the portable terminal in consideration of an
electric field strength according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present disclosure.
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Referring to FIG. 8, in step 801, the portable terminal
determines whether a CDMA service is provided through the
CDMA.

When a CDMA service is not provided through the CDMA
module, the portable terminal determines that the CDMA
module is not driven. Accordingly, the portable terminal ends
the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a CDMA service is provided
through the CDMA module, the portable terminal proceeds to
step 803. In step 803, the portable terminal determines
whether a region for providing a CDMA service is a weak
electric field region. For example, the portable terminal mea-
sures an electric field strength for a CDMA service.

When a region for providing a CDMA service is not a weak
electric field region, the portable terminal determines that a
diversity service of the CDMA module is not supported.
Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

On the other hand, when a region for providing a CDMA
service is a weak electric field region, the portable terminal
determines that a diversity service of the CDMA module is
supported in order to improve a CDMA service quality.
Accordingly, in step 805, the portable terminal connects the
GSM antenna to the CDMA module. For example, when the
priority of a CDMA service is higher than the priority of a
GSM service, the portable terminal connects the GSM
antenna to the CDMA module regardless of whether the GSM
module is driven or not.

Thereafter, in step 807, the portable terminal processes
signals for a CDMA service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the first communication unit 112 pro-
cesses CDMA signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

In the above exemplary embodiment, the portable terminal
configures a CDMA diversity antenna in consideration of an
electric field strength of the CDMA module.

In another exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 9,
the portable terminal may configure a CDMA diversity
antenna in consideration of fading characteristics of the
CDMA module.

FIG. 9 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA diver-
sity antenna in the portable terminal in consideration of a
fading channel according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 9, in step 901, the portable terminal
determines whether a CDMA service is provided through the
CDMA.

When a CDMA service is not provided through the CDMA
module, the portable terminal determines that the CDMA
module is not driven. Accordingly, the portable terminal ends
the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a CDMA service is provided
through the CDMA module, the portable terminal proceeds to
step 903. In step 903, the portable terminal determines
whether a fading of a CDMA service is detected. That is, the
portable terminal determines whether a reception wave sen-
sitivity of the CDMA service changes rapidly.

When a fading of a CDMA service is not detected, the
portable terminal determines that a diversity service of the
CDMA module is not supported. Accordingly, the portable
terminal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when a fading of a CDMA service is
detected, the portable terminal determines that a diversity
service ofthe CDMA module is supported in order to improve
a CDMA service quality. Accordingly, in step 905, the por-
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table terminal connects the GSM antenna to the CDMA mod-
ule. For example, when the priority of a CDMA service is
higher than the priority of a GSM service, the portable termi-
nal connects the GSM antenna to the CDMA module regard-
less of whether the GSM module is driven or not.

Thereafter, in step 907, the portable terminal processes
signals for a CDMA service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the first communication unit 112 pro-
cesses CDMA signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

In the above exemplary embodiment, when a fading of a
CDMA service is detected, the portable terminal configures
the GSM antenna as a CDMA diversity antenna.

In another exemplary embodiment, when a fading of a
CDMA service is out of a predetermined range, the portable
terminal may configure the GSM antenna as a CDMA diver-
sity antenna.

In the above exemplary embodiment, the portable terminal
selectively configures a CDMA diversity antenna in consid-
eration of communication environment information of the
CDMA module.

In another exemplary embodiment, as illustrated in FIG.
10, the portable terminal may configure the GSM antenna as
a CDMA diversity antenna according to whether the CDMA
module is driven or not.

FIG. 10 illustrates a process for configuring a CDMA
diversity antenna in the portable terminal by using a GSM
antenna according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 10, in step 1001, the portable terminal
determines whether a proximity sensor is driven. For
example, the portable terminal uses a proximity sensor to
determine when an external object approaches.

When the proximity sensor is not driven, the portable ter-
minal determines that an external object does not approach.
Accordingly, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

On the other hand, when the proximity sensor is driven, the
portable terminal determines that an external object
approaches for a call. Accordingly, in step 1003, the portable
terminal determines whether the CDMA module is driven.

When the CDMA module is not driven, the portable termi-
nal ends the present algorithm.

On the other hand, when the CDMA module is driven, the
portable terminal proceeds to step 1005. In step 1005, the
portable terminal connects the GSM antenna to the CDMA
module. For example, when the priority of a CDMA service is
higher than the priority of a GSM service, the portable termi-
nal connects the GSM antenna to the CDMA module regard-
less of whether the GSM module is driven or not.

Thereafter, in step 1007, the portable terminal processes
signals for a CDMA service by a diversity scheme. For
example, in FIG. 1, the first communication unit 112 pro-
cesses CDMA signals received through the first antenna 161
and the second antenna 163.

Thereafter, the portable terminal ends the present algo-
rithm.

As described above, the present disclosure does not use an
additional auxiliary antenna in the portable terminal support-
ing a dual mode, and uses the antenna of the first communi-
cation module as a diversity antenna of the second commu-
nication module. Accordingly, the present disclosure can
provide a diversity service without using an additional auxil-
iary antenna, thus making it possible to prevent the space
complexity from increasing due to an additional antenna.
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While the invention has been shown and described with
reference to certain exemplary embodiments thereof, it will
be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes
in form and details may be made therein without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims. Therefore, the scope of the invention is
defined not by the detailed description of the invention but by
the appended claims, and all differences within the scope will
be construed as being included in the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable terminal comprising:

a first antenna;

a second antenna;

a first communication unit configured to process a first
communication scheme signal communicated accord-
ing to first communication scheme through the first
antenna,

a second communication unit configured to process a sec-
ond communication scheme signal communicated
according to a second communication scheme through
the second antenna, wherein a priority of the second
communication scheme is higher than a priority of the
first communication scheme; and

a control unit configured to configure the first antenna as a
diversity antenna for the second communication unit,
and to configure, when the first communication unit is
driven, the second antenna as a diversity antenna for the
first communication unit during a period when the first
communication unit is driven,

wherein when the first antenna is configured as the diver-
sity antenna for the second communication unit, the
second communication unit is configured to process sec-
ond communication scheme signals communicated
through the first antenna and the second antenna, and

wherein when the second antenna is configured as the
diversity antenna for the first communication unit, the
first communication unit is configured to process first
communication scheme signals communicated through
the first antenna and the second antenna.

2. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the first com-
munication scheme includes a Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA) communication scheme, and the second
communication scheme includes a Global System for Mobile
communications (GSM) communication scheme.

3. The portable terminal of claim 2, further comprising a
switch configured to connect the first antenna to one of the
first communication unit and the second communication unit
under the control of the control unit,

wherein the switch is disposed between the first antenna
and the first communication unit.

4. The portable terminal of claim 3, wherein the switch is
configured to connect the first antenna to the second commu-
nication unit when the first communication unit operates in an
idle mode.

5. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the first com-
munication scheme includes a Global System for Mobile
communications (GSM) communication scheme, and the
second communication scheme includes a Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA) communication scheme.

6. The portable terminal of claim 5, further comprising a
front-end module (FEM) configured to connect one of the
first antenna to the first communication unit and the second
communication unit under the control of the control unit,

wherein the FEM is disposed between the first antenna and
the first communication unit.
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7. The portable terminal of claim 6, wherein the FEM is
configured to connect the first antenna to the second commu-
nication unit when the first communication unit operates in an
idle mode.

8. The portable terminal of claim 5, wherein when the first
communication unit operates in a transmission mode, the
controlunit is configured to control the FEM such that the first
antenna is connected to the second communication unit dur-
ing a partial period when the first communication unit does
not transmit a signal in the driven period of the first commu-
nication unit.

9. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the first com-
munication scheme includes a Time Division Duplex (TDD)
communication scheme, and the second communication
scheme includes a TDD communication scheme or a Fre-
quency Division Duplex (FDD) communication scheme.

10. A method for configuring a diversity antenna in a por-
table terminal including a first communication unit config-
ured to process a first communication scheme signal accord-
ing to a first communication scheme and a second
communication unit configured to process a second commu-
nication scheme signal according to a second communication
scheme, the method comprising:

connecting, if a priority of the second communication

scheme is higher than a priority of the first communica-
tion scheme, a first antenna to the second communica-
tion unit and configuring the first antenna as a diversity
antenna for the second communication unit; and

connecting, when the first communication unit is driven, a

second antenna to the first communication unit and con-
figuring the second antenna as a diversity antenna for the
first communication unit during a period when the first
communication unit is driven,

wherein when the first antenna is configured as the diver-

sity antenna for the second communication unit, the
second communication unit processes second commu-
nication scheme signals communicated through the first
antenna and the second antenna, and

wherein, when the second antenna is configured as the

diversity antenna for the first communication unit, the
first communication unit processes first communication
scheme signals communicated through the first antenna
and the second antenna.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the first communica-
tion scheme includes a Code Division Multiple Access
(CDMA) communication scheme, and the second communi-
cation scheme includes a Global System for Mobile commu-
nications (GSM) communication scheme.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein connecting the first
antenna to the second communication unit comprises con-
necting the first antenna to the second communication unit by
using a switch disposed between the first antenna and the first
communication unit when the first communication unit oper-
ates in an idle mode.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the first communica-
tion scheme includes a Global System for Mobile communi-
cations (GSM) communication scheme, and the second com-
munication scheme includes a Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA) communication scheme.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein connecting the first
antenna to the second communication unit comprises con-
necting the first antenna to the second communication unit by
using a front-end module (FEM) disposed between the first
antenna and the first communication unit, when the first com-
munication unit operates in an idle mode.
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15. The method of claim 13 further comprising:

determining whether the first communication unit operates

in a transmission mode when the first communication
unit is used;
when the first communication unit operates in a transmis-
sion mode, connecting the first antenna to the second
communication unit during a partial period when the
first communication unit does not transmit a signal in the
driven period of the first communication unit; and

processing, by the second communication unit, the second
communication scheme signals communicated through
the first antenna and the second antenna.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein a first communication
scheme of the first communication scheme signal includes a
Time Division Duplex (TDD) communication scheme, and a
second communication scheme of the second communication
scheme signal includes a TDD communication scheme or a
Frequency Division Duplex (FDD) communication scheme.
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